
ASCENSION PERSPECTIVES 
 One of many things I appreciated about 
spending time in Nicaragua this summer was the 
sense that every day was an adventure, or as I 
learned to say, “una aventura!”  Although I usually 
had some general idea about the day’s agenda, I 
never quite knew what to expect. 
 At the top of the list of my adventures was a 
visit to the mercado or market.  Every large town had 
one, or two, or in the case of Managua, even more.  
There were modern grocery stores around, but like 
their counterparts here in the US, they lacked a 
sense of character that makes for a meaningful ad-
venture. 
 One afternoon, another student and I along 
with one of our Nicaraguan friends traveled to the 
Mercado Oriental in Managua, one if not the largest 
open air markets in the world—30 square blocks of 
everything you could imagine and then some.  All of 
the tourist guide books advised foreigners to avoid 
the Oriental at all cost due to the high crime, mostly 
pickpockets, a warning that we viewed as our chal-
lenge.  So with empty pockets (I confess I had a $10 
bill tucked into my shoe) the three of us made our 
way there.  
 What a place!   The Oriental was everything 
we’d heard it was and more—a labyrinth of stalls and 
shops and things—clothing, washers, dryers, build-
ing materials, the latest Hollywood movies, live ani-
mals, candy and piles of fresh meat piled up on ta-
bles.  It was to say the least, a dizzying experience.  
Had I lost sight of our guide, Mario, I probably would 
have still been there.  
 Of course what makes an adventure mean-
ingful is what you happen to discover.  Some parts 
of the market were downright entertaining-watching 
people engage in the art of bargaining, beholding 
mountains of fruits and vegetables many that I didn't 
even recognize, listening to vendors doing their best 
to in customers.  “Hey Gringo!  Over here!”   
 On the other hand parts of our market ad-
venture were sad and disturbing.  One of the most 
troubling things I discovered had to do with, of all 

things, rice. 
 Rice is a staple commodity in Nicaragua.  If 
you ever go there or to any other Central American 
country you can expect to eat it along with beans at 
just about every meal in what is commonly known as 
Gallo Pinto.  People spend a lot of money relative to 
income in Nicaragua and that means they spend a 
lot of money on rice.  But due in large part to US ag-
ricultural subsidies, Nicaraguan grown rice is MORE 
expensive in the mercado than that which is grown 
in the US, almost 40% MORE to be exact.  As a re-
sult Nicaraguan farmers simply cannot compete and 
will soon be put out of business, while big corpora-
tions and stock holders in the US and elsewhere 
rake in the profits!  And who knows, when the Nica-
raguan suppliers are out of the picture, there is no 
reason why prices won’t jump by 40% or more!   
 Our adventure in the market that day left 
some big impressions on me as a person of faith, 
not to mention as a human being.  I felt and continue 
to feel a sense of anger about a world, an economic 
system that allows others to be exploited in the 
name of “good business” and “free trade”, a world 
that affords me great benefits to enjoy at the ex-
pense of others. 
 The words of the prophet Amos ring as loud 
and true today as they did centuries ago, a word of 
woe to those “who trample on the needy and bring to 
ruin the poor of the land...who buy the poor for silver 
and the needy for a pair of sandals and selling the 
sweepings of the wheat.”  Maybe we need to con-
sider these words more carefully these days as we 
go about our shopping and spending. 
 And yet, anger is not a place to stay perma-
nently.  I pray that the Spirit would move us, from 
righteous anger to faithful action on behalf of our 
neighbor, the poor, that all the world may be clothed 
and fed.                        Peace, 
 
 
 
   Pastor Brian Peterson 
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to invite, welcome and involve all people to share in God's love and service. 



EVANGELISM & OUTREACH MONTH  
 

A host of activities this month will help us to high-
light evangelism and outreach in the congrega-
tion.  They include 
 
¨ Blessing of the Animals Saturday, October 

6th at 10 AM in the Prayer Garden   -  Bring 
your pooch, kitty, turtle or other live or stuffed 
animal for a brief service of thanksgiving and 
blessing followed by tasty snacks and fellow-
ship for all creatures of our God and King.  
Please keep live animals leashed or crated.  
See you then!  Meow!! Woof!!! 

¨ Lutheran World Relief Sunday, October 7th  
at 10:30 AM— Join us as we celebrate the 
ministry of Lutheran World Federation, the 
global communion of Lutheran Churches 
founded in 1947 in Lund, Sweden.  LWF acts 
on behalf of its member churches in areas of 
common interest such as ecumenical and faith 
relations, theology, humanitarian assistance, 
human rights, communication and various as-
pects of mission and development work.  Our 
own Helen Kneten a long time supporter of 
LWF  will offer a temple talk on this important 
ministry. 

¨ Come one, come all to our second Bluegrass 
Worship service, Sunday October 14th at 
10:30 AM.  Light Into the World:  Hope for a 
New Day is the title of this special service writ-
ten by Kent Gustavson.  Special musicians 
are already warming up and it promises to be 
a real toe-tapping experience of Word and 
Sacrament.  Invite your friends and family to 
this unique worship service.   

¨ ELCA World Hunger Boxes can be turned in 
on Reformation Sunday, October 28th.  

 
Medical Lending Closet Update  

 
Through the medical lending closet, we were able 
this past month to provide 85 pounds of medical 
supplies and 21 dozen adult undergarments to 
needy individuals and community assistance 
agencies. 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

Fall Congregational Meeting Date Set  
 

The church council has set Sunday, December 
2nd as the date for the Fall congregational meet-
ing.  The meeting will begin immediately follow-
ing the morning worship service and will include 
consideration and adoption of the 2008 congre-
gational budget as well as any other matters that 
members wish to bring before the congregation.  
If you have an additional item for the agenda, 
please contact council president Mary Shannon 
or Pastor Peterson. 
 

Book Club Continues  
 

The book club has resumed weekly meetings, 
10:00 AM Saturday mornings at Russell’s Bak-
ery and Coffee Shop at the corner of North Loop 
and Balcones Drive.  Our next book is Isak Dine-
sen’s classic Out of Africa.  (Please note due to 
the Blessing of the Animals, there will be NO 
meeting on Saturday the 6th of October.) 
 

Help Wanted  
 

Proof reader needed for our church website.  Do 
you visit our web site often?  Notice typos or bad 
links now and again?  Let the web steward 
know.  It is sometimes impossible to see one's 
own errors.  He needs and would welcome an 
assistant to proof and read the site.  The pay is 
great satisfaction in helping make our web site 
an accurate picture of our ministry at Ascension.  
Contact pastor or Tom Clark if you’d like to help. 
 

See A Difference?  
 

Look around the church property and you will 
see that it has undergone a thorough cleaning.  
A landscaping crew was hired to complete the 
job, but help is needed to maintain it.  The floors 
in the PLC were also cleaned and rewaxed.  
This type of maintenance would have amounted 
to a considerable expense, but through the gen-
erosity of Thrivent for Lutherans the $1,100 
expense has been covered.  Our thanks to 
Thrivent! 



SEPTEMBER OFFERING REPORT 

  
 Ethel Hester 
 Mildred Gerstmann 
 Bob Askew 
 Santos Morales 

 
Anne Adams 
Mildred Burdick 
Barney & Benne Faye Simon 
Russell White 

 
 

 

When You Come to Church 
October 2007   

           8:30 AM - Prayer 
           9:00 AM - Sunday School 
         10:30 AM - Worship 

____COMMUNITY NEWS____    
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry Celebration  
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry in Austin warmly in-
vites you to celebrate 70 years of proclaiming 
God’s grace in Christ at UT Austin, Reformation 
(and Nebraska game) weekend, October 27th 
and 28th.  A happy hour will be held Saturday 
the 27th following the football game at First Eng-
lish Lutheran Church, 3001 Whitis Street on 30th 
street just west of Speedway.  A festival lunch-
eon, program and fellowship entitled Remember-
ing the Past, Celebrating the Present and Sus-
taining the Future will begin at 1:00 PM on Sun-
day the 28th in the Hillel Center For Jewish Life 
just across the street from the University Lu-
theran Center followed by a 3 PM worship cele-
bration at the University Lutheran Center Chapel 
with Bishop Ray Tiemann preaching.  Please 
RSVP no later than October 14th for the lunch-
eon.  For more information and to RSVP, please 
contact LCM at (512) 472-5461 or 
lcmut@sbcglobal.net.   
 

Thrivent Chapter Meeting  
 

The North Travis County Chapter of Thrivent for 
Lutherans will hold its annual chapter election 
meeting and picnic, Saturday October 6th from 
10 AM until 2 PM at the Quarries in northwest 
Austin.  Besides holding elections, a delicious 
lunch will be provided and there will be give-
aways, games and an optional work project af-
terwards.  For more information, please contact 
Don Bergstrom.   

St. John/San Juan Lutheran Fall Festival  
 

St. John/San Juan Lutheran Church (409 W. Ben 
White Freeway) will be holding their annual Fall 
Festival, Saturday, October 13, 2007 from 8:30 
AM until 4:00 PM.  The event will include all kinds 
of food for sale, baked goods, jewelry, Christmas 
arrangements, bazaar items, garage sale good-
ies, hand craft items and live music throughout 
the day.  Proceeds will benefit the St. John/San 
Juan major projects fund, community outreach 
and funds and to welcome newcomers.   
 

2007 Abraham Walk  
 

Austin Area Interfaith Ministries is once again 
sponsoring The Abraham Walk, a one mile jour-
ney at the Crossings near Lake Travis on October 
21st.  The event  will provide participants an op-
portunity to engage in dialogue and reflect on the 
call to unity and peace, values shared among all 
faith traditions.  For more information, please con-
tact the AAIM office at (512)  386-9145. 
 

Parish Nurse Course Offered  
 

A basic parish nurse preparation course for regis-
tered nurses will be offered January 11-12th at 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 200 Anderson 
Lane.  Thrivent for Lutherans will provide a $100 
scholarship for those interested in attending.  For 
more information including registration, please 
contact Paula Lilja at paula.lilja2@verizon.com or 
(281) 532-3060.   

Week Sept. 2 Sept. 9 Sept. 16 Sept. 23 

Offering 
Income 

$1568 $4458 $1771 $1054 

Atten-
dance 

38 43 40 38 

Sept. 30 

$3309 

41 



SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

6420 Hart Lane 
Austin, Texas 78731-3137 

Ascension Lutheran Church 

Phone:  (512) 345-4030 
Fax:  (512) 345-1484 

Email: office@ascensionaustin.org 
Pastor Brian Peterson 

(512) 251-8079 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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October 7th October 14th October 21st October 28th 

Habakkuk 1: 1-4, 2: 1-4 II Kings 5: 1-3, 7-15c Genesis 32: 22-31 Jeremiah 31: 31-34 

Psalm 37: 1-9 Psalm 111 Psalm 121 Psalm 46 

II Timothy 1: 1-14 II Timothy 2: 8-15 II Timothy 3: 14-4:5 Romans 3: 19-28 

Luke 17: 5-10 Luke 17: 11-19 Luke 18: 1-8 John 8: 31-36 


